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Washington Parish Council Planning and Transport Committee Meeting

MINUTES of the Committee Meeting held on Monday 20th October 2014 in the Washington Village Hall
PRESENT: Cllrs C Beglan, L Britt, M Turley, P Heeley (Chairman)
ALSO: Clerk to the Council Miss Petrina Kingham

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 1
ABSENT: Cllr T Cook

Cllr Heeley opened the Meeting at 19.57
1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted for Cllr T Cook (prior meeting commitments)

2. Declarations of Interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree Dispensations 

There were none declared

3. To approve the Minutes of the last Planning & Transport Committee meeting 
The Minutes of the Meeting of 15th September 2014 were AGREED as being a correct record and duly signed by the Chairman
4. Public Question Time

Cllr Heeley adjourned the Meeting to allow members of the public to speak (20.01)

A member of the public raised a question over planning matters in relation to the SDNPA (South Downs National Park Authority). Councillors were unable to comment due to lack of relevant information at the time of the Meeting)

Cllr Heeley reconvened the Meeting (20.07)

5. Planning applications and consultations:

There were no planning applications submitted for consideration at the time of publication of the agenda

6. Enforcement issues update

EN/13/0544 Fence and gate on Rock Lane Enforcement Update
The Council has not been advised of any retrospective planning application. Cllr Heeley updated the Committee from an email received on 20th October from the enforcement officer John Attfield.  Councillors NOTED that the vertical post left after the removal of the gate was the proposed subject of the intended retrospective planning permission due to its location.  Mr Atfield advised that he was having a further meeting on 22nd October and was hopeful a final update could be provided after this date.  Councillors commented that the removal of the gate had satisfied their concerns on safety.
EN/14/0391 Sandhill Lodge alleged unauthorised structure (Class E Permitted Development)

A retrospective planning application was to be submitted by 10th October 2014. Cllr Heeley updated the Committee from an email received on 20th October from the enforcement officer John Attfield.  Councillors NOTED that a planning consultant had been appointed by the applicant on 7th October 2014 and that in the view of the officer the application did not fall within the curtilage of the listed building.  It was further NOTED that the officer was keen to obtain the views of the Parish Council in respect of the application once received and in particular the impact on the setting. In addition the officer asked to be updated on any non-compliant activities on the site.

Councillors AGREED to await the plans before formal comment but as a matter of record stated that the Parish had supported the original application (mobile home) due to the applicant's circumstances at the time. Councillors were of the view that the original application had imposed conditions in relation to the occupancy of the farmhouse which tied the proposed application to the curtilage.
DC/10/1457 – EN/14/0420 (Former RMC Site) – John Ireland Way - Breach of Condition 16 (acoustic mitigation scheme)

HDC have now received a proposal for acoustic mitigation on the northern and western boundaries of the Old Clayton Kennels and Cattery.  This is being considered by Hazel Cork.  On approval installation will be expected soon after. HDC Councillor Dawe has advised that the lighting condition has been discharged and the landscaping details are awaited from Barratts (email circulated 13.10.14). Cllr Heeley updated the Committee from an email received from Hazel Cork (HDC) on 17th October 2014 in which Councillors were advised that the condition relating to lighting on the A283 had been discharged by the relocation of a lighting column proposed outside Chanctonbury Lodge (a listed building). There were further proposals to install a back-shield to the lamp to reduce light spillage.  It was considered that the benefit to highways safety outweighed any harm to the setting of the listed building.  Details had been submitted in regard to landscaping along Hampers Lane.  

Councillors discussed the anomaly of some Conditions being the subject of a public planning application whilst other Conditions and subsequent discharge remained unreported. Cllr Britt confirmed there was an application for discharge of 4 conditions which left 22 where there was insufficient or no information.  Cllr Beglan confirmed that it was the lighting within the development that the Parish Council were also concerned with and this had not been addressed. Cllr Turley suggested that the Committee write to the SDNPA and advise them that we are unable to obtain sufficient clarification from HDC on the discharge of conditions relating to the site and in particular the location and nature of lighting on the A283 and within the development which could have an adverse impact of the SDNP and the surrounding NT land.  Councillors AGREED that a letter should be sent to Ray Little (SDNP) and copied to HDC Planning asking for their support in obtaining clarification of Conditions discharged (and how) and Conditions still awaiting discharge and why some appeared to be part of an application and some not.

DC/14/1741 John Ireland Way Washington West Sussex - Retention of 4 x flag signs across site frontage

This application has been approved (see below).  However HDC enforcement are intending to proceed with prosecution proceedings as Barratts were aware that advertisement consent was required and persistently breached regulations. Councillors NOTED this update and applauded HDC for pursuing the matter.
7. To receive planning department decisions
The following decisions were NOTED.  Councillors asked that the Clerk ask the Applicant of proposals DC/14/1548 and 49 why they had withdrawn the applications as the Parish Council has strongly supported them.

The Parish Council objected to Application Number: DC/14/1741
Application Number
DC/14/1548
Decision:Withdrawn Application

Site:
Rock Mill The Hollow Washington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3DA

Description:
Change of use of the Mill from office to residential use (Full Planning)

Date of Decision:
02/10/2014
Application Number:
DC/14/1549
Decision:Withdrawn Application

Site:
Rock Mill The Hollow Washington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3DA

Description:
Restoration and refurbishment of existing building with internal alterations including new staircase within mill. Change of use of the Mill from 


office to residential use (Listed Building Consent)
Date of Decision:
02/10/2014

Application Number:
DC/14/1637
Decision:Application Permitted

Site:
Crofters Rock Road Washington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3BQ

Description:
Single storey side/rear extension and raised deck (deck omitted from proposal dated 08/09/14)

Date of Decision:
29/09/2014

Application Number:
DC/14/1604
Decision:Application Permitted

Site:
Chanctonbury Sanctuary Lane Storrington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3JE

Description:
Proposed single-storey rear extensions to house and garage, and erection front porch

Date of Decision:
06/10/2014
Application Number:
DC/14/1741
Decision:Application Permitted

Site:
John Ireland Way Washington West Sussex  

Description:
Retention of 4 x flag signs across site frontage (Advertsing Consent)

Date of Decision:
07/10/2014
Application Number:
DC/14/1748
Decision:Application Permitted

Site:
1 Spring Gardens Washington Pulborough West Sussex RH20 3BS

Description:
Side infill extension and open porch to front elevation

Date of Decision:
09/10/2014

Application Number:
SDNP/14/03477/HOUS 



Decision: Application approved

Site:


3 The Holt, Washington, Pulborough, West Sussex, RH20 4AN
Description:

Construct a timber framed veranda with a tiled roof on part of the front house
Application Number:
SDNP/14/04310/HOUS 



Decision: Application approved

Site:


School House , School Lane, Washington, Pulborough, RH20 4AP 
Description:

Single storey side extension 
8. Appeals

 Councillors NOTED none at the time of writing

9. Transport issues

Quick Fix Fund (email circulated 06.10.14)

Councillors discussed the fund and AGREED that they would propose that the fund be used to finance Gateways to Washington Village (Stocks Mead and London Road). A recommendation for development of this proposal with a view to submitting a bid was to be added to the Parish Council Agenda for 3rd November 2014.
Speedwatch (further emails circulated 15.09.14)
The matter was deferred from the previous Parish and Transport and Planning Meetings to give Councillors an opportunity to review the matter further and discuss the suitability of the scheme for Washington Parish.  Cllr Heeley suggested that the group was originally investigated as a way of providing funding for the VAS through the Parish Council.  After clarification from Storrington and Sullington it transpired the group worked separately from the Parish Council.  The significant amount of volunteer time required was discussed and Councillors AGREED that the benefits of the scheme were not proportionate to the problem in Washington and the amount of voluntary time required to administer it.
Proposed Speed limit reduction from Water Lane junction to Washington Roundabout A283 

There is confusion over what is being requested/supported.  The Clerk was asked to forward Cllr Circus's response to her original email to SSPC for clarification and for both Councils to agree a letter to be submitted to WSCC.  There was a query over the re-instatement of footpaths and Councillors requested the Clerk advise SSPC that as far as they were aware these had been re-instated.
Installation of speed reduction signs in Washington Village 

Further to the update provided by Cllr Circus in the PC Meeting of 6.10.14 Cllr Heeley read from an update received from Cali Sparks (WSCC) dated 20.10.14. Ms Sparks advised that the informal consultation with the County Councillor and police has been undertaken. The scheme would now be subject to a legal process to conclude in December.  If no objections are received the scheme will be delivered shortly afterwards.  If objections are received then a report will have to be submitted to the CLC.
10. Any Other Planning and Transport issues:
Grit Bin - re fills 
The Council's insurers Zurich have advised the Clerk that the Council must see both contractors PLI before agreeing to instruct them to work on behalf of the Council.  This is to ensure that should any accidents occur the Council will not be liable for payment of compensation.  The Clerk advised that she has received and is satisfied with the documents and cover provided for Mr Luckin (200,000 PLI) under the guidance of the Council's own insurer.  Councillors AGREED that for the moment the Clerk continue to ask Mr Allen for paperwork and ask for the assistance of Mr Luckin in this.
Gatwick Co-ordination Group

Councillors discussed the email circulated on 19th October 2014 in relation to this group.  It was AGREED that Washington Parish Council would await receipt of the formal application from the operators and make comments at the appropriate time.  The Clerk was asked to provide the relevant feedback via the link provided.

Road works

Councillors NOTED no relevant proposed works reported at the time of drafting

Travellers on the Bostal (reported 25.09.14)
Councillors NOTED that WSCC have reported the travellers have now gone and no rubbish has been left in the car park

Works on John Ireland Way – West Bound Carriageway reference 312152 (reported 01.09.14)
  

Councillors NOTED the response from the WSCC Highways Officer who reported that the signing is in accordance with the current regulations and the temporary 30mph speed limit currently in place means that these works do not need night time illumination. 

The Officer stated he has driven this site very late at night and in adverse weather conditions and when driving at 30mph or less all the cones and temporary signing can been seen very clearly.  The police have received no reported incidents regarding these road works. Councillors commented that although the signage was in accordance with regulations the layout was poor.  However the works program was scheduled for completion over the next 2 weeks and as such Councillors AGREED not to pursue the matter further.
 

DC/14/1720 - Land North of 6 Montpelier Gardens, Old London Road, Washington - construction of 3 x two bedroom dwellings
Councillors NOTED the following update:

A letter has been sent requesting that this application be referred to Development Control if the application was refused on the basis that the maps used for comments by the Officer (s) were outdated and not representative of the location as it was now.  A response was received in an email from Chris Lyons on or around 22nd of September. Mr Lyons stated he was finding out what the likely recommendation is.  He clarified that HDC carry out site visits on all applications and check what has been built since plans were produced.  HDC cannot insist applicants use up-to-date plans and in fact Ordnance Survey plans are usually a few years out of date.  However, the site visit will confirm the position of buildings of new plans.  He intended to clarify the position on referral to DC in due course but the matter has not been referred to October's meeting.  The Clerk will continue to request updates.
DC/14/0457 – Lupin  Cottage - referral to Development Control

Councillors NOTED the following update:

The Clerk has been advised that the Officer has not yet written the report on this matter (absent due to honeymoon from 15th September).  Ray Dawe has forwarded a letter from the Parish Council requesting that the matter be referred to Development Control.  The portal has been updated from 'pending consideration' to 'unknown'. The Clerk will continue to chase for an update.
Bus Shelter - Barratts storage

The Clerk has yet to ascertain the location of the bus shelter.  Cllr Heeley suggested that an informal meeting be arranged with representatives from Barratts and Members of the Planning and Transport Committee to discuss this (and its possible relocation to the Bostal), the matter of the provision of a notice board for the RMC estate and general issues relating to the development as a whole.  Councillors AGREED to this proposal and the Clerk was asked to set up a meeting.
Access along Georges Lane to the National Trust Car Park (Heath Common)
Cllr Heeley declared a personal interest in this matter (Chairman- Road fund - Sanctuary and Georges Lane, Veras Walk) 
Cllr Beglan declared a personal interest in this matter (Treasurer, Road Fund Sanctuary & Georges Lane, Vera’s Walk)
Both Councillors declined to take part in further conversations and recommendations.  

A member of the public has raised a strong objection to the signs at the entrances to Heath Common stating that there is no unauthorised access on the basis that the road leads to a National Park and therefore no such restrictions should be placed on the entrances as these lead members of the public to believe they do not have a right to use the lanes to visit what is effectively public land. The access from all roads onto Heath Common is via bridleways and as such motor vehicles do not have access.  Cllrs Britt and Turley discussed the matter and reviewed the signs at the entrance to Georges Lane (by the Lorica Trust).  It was determined via an ordnance survey maps that the lane was a bridleway (as were the other access lanes) and as such the signs were valid highway signs.  The issue was that there were no additional signs at the entrance to state that the entrance(s) could be used as access to the National Trust car park.  It was RECOMMENDED that the complainant be re-directed to the National Trust to take up the matter of additional signage to the Park.
The meeting closed at 21.00
Date and time of next Meeting 17th November 2014 at 19.45
Signed ……………………………..
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