Clerk to the Council: Ms Zoe Savill
Small Croft, Georges Lane, Storrington,
West Sussex. RH20 3JH
Tel: 0777 6771921
Email: clerk@washingtonparish.org.uk
Website: www.washingtonparish.org.uk

Annual Parish Meeting 2018
For all residents of Washington and Heath Common

Organised by
Washington Parish Council

Wednesday 2nd May – 7pm
at Washington Village Hall (Chanctonbury Room)

• View of the past year and current council projects
• Have your say on matters of local concern
• Hear from the Village Hall Team
•	The Neighbourhood Plan and Heath Common Design Statement
•	Guest Speaker David Sawyer, chairman of the South Downs Society
• Updates from your County and District Council representatives
• Admission free...have a chat with your Parish Councillors

Don’t miss the opportunity to engage with the
Parish Council and be part of what’s happening!

Washington Parish Council
Newsletter

Spring/Summer 2018

Chairman’s Message
Following winter’s surprise “sting in the tail”, grit bins around
the parish have really come into their own. Those on public
roads are maintained by WSCC Highways, and those in the
unadopted roads are filled by the Parish Council. We will
ensure that levels are topped up before next winter!
Since the last newsletter, significant progress has been
made with the Heath Common Design Statement. The
working party comprising parish councillors and residents
has given the document a complete update, and Horsham
District Council put the final draft out for four weeks
public consultation on 16th March. This is an important
supplementary planning document, and the revised
version should be adopted once any feedback from the
consultation has been considered. You can see a copy on
the parish website, and in Storrington library.
On a wider scale, the joint Storrington, Sullington and
Washington Neighbourhood Plan has been in its final
consultation phase, ending on 13th April. The plan will
now be readied for final examination, and then put to the
public vote.
We have been delighted to welcome a further new member
to the council, Geoff Lockerbie, who resides at Millford
Grange and represents the Washington Ward. A vacancy
has now occurred in the Heath Common Ward. So if you
have some spare time and would like to find out more
about how you can be part of the Parish Council Team and
support the community, contact the clerk Zoe Savill for
more information.
You will by now have received your council tax bill for the
coming year. The parish council’s precept forms a small
part of this, and councillors agreed unanimously to freeze

the amount charged for 2018/19. Although costs are
increasing, the council is benefitting from the additional
new properties in the parish.
Road issues feature regularly on Parish agendas. The issue
of lorries parking at The Pike, in the area of The Triangle, has
been under discussion since the last Annual Parish Meeting.
With the help of WSCC Councillor Paul Marshall, new
measures in the form of double yellow lines have now been
agreed for the forthcoming financial year. The council is also
making a formal application to WSCC to reduce the speed
limit on the A283 past Hampers Lane and Millford Grange,
from 50mph to 40mph, in line with the adjoining stretch at
Sullington.
Finally, a word about the Annual Parish Meeting. If you
are a resident of Washington or Heath Common, this
popular annual meeting is for you! It will be hosted by
the Parish Council, at 7pm on Wednesday 2nd May in the
Chanctonbury Room at Washington Village Hall. This is
a chance to hear, and have your say, about parish issues.
The guest speaker will be David Sawyer, Chairman of the
South Downs Society, and refreshments will be served
throughout. After the meeting, join your parish councillors
for a glass of wine, and informal chat. Admission and
refreshments are free to all parish residents, with seating
on a first come, first served basis. See further details on the
back page of this newsletter.
The public are welcome to all regular Parish Council and
Committee meetings – details on the noticeboards and on
the website www.washingtonparish.org.uk

Cllr Patrick Heeley

Annual Parish Meeting
Calling all residents of Washington and Heath Common! Come and hear what’s going on in your community at
the Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday 2nd May, 7pm, at the Washington Village Hall (Chanctonbury Room).
See details on the back page of this newsletter
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Washington Village Day
Goes ‘Green’
This year’s village day aims to make us stop and take note
of our world and keep the momentum of awareness of
our planet’s health. We are holding it on July 14th from 12
till 5.pm on the Washington Recreation Ground. We really
want to encourage people to bring their own re-usable
water bottles and coffee cups. In doing this we can reduce
the use of disposable ones. The day will have our usual
fun entertainment from Krazy Karts, dog show, produce
competitions, bouncy castle, BBQ, bar, cakes and much more.
We shall announce more as we get closer - look out for our
poster on the parish noticeboards and website. Until then
remember to refuse plastic where possible, reduce, reuse,
and recycle. Also many hands make light work, so ideas and
help would be gratefully received. If you can help on the day
or have ideas or wish to help sponsor please contact Emma
on emjab30@hotmail.com.
Let’s make our Village Day green!
Emma Beard, Chairman of the PTA of St Mary’s CE First
School, Washington

Spring Watch
A while ago I was standing in the kitchen looking out into the
garden and one of my tall ornamental conifers very slowly,
very majestically began to topple over. There was no drama.
It just gently went from being vertical to horizontal across the
drive. The following day, déjà vu, a second conifer adjacent
to the first gently toppled over. Why? Well, both conifers had
a shallow root system and it had been raining persistently
for many days, the ground was waterlogged and closely
resembled a swamp. Consequently, the ground was so wet
that the roots had lost adhesion with the soil, hence, even with
just a gentle wind, the roots couldn’t hold the tree upright.
We’ve had a lot of rain of late, so if you have shallow-rooted
trees standing in waterlogged ground, you might want to
give them a wide berth for a while, at least until we have
some warm (Spring?) weather to dry the sodden ground.
I was fortunate when these conifers toppled over, the car
wasn’t parked on the drive where they decided to become
recumbent. But I’m now cautious when parking.
Changing the subject, at the time of writing there were about
5cm of bluebell leaves in our woods. So it won’t be long
before we have bluebell, anemone, celandine, and primroses
to admire and photograph as we enjoy spring. If you take any
good photographs of Washington’s Woods, and you want to
share, please send a copy to me and I’ll periodically select the
best and have them uploaded to the Tree Warden web page of
the Parish Council website at www.washingtonparish.org.uk
Washington Parish Tree Warden, David Hill

Our National Park
We’re so used to the South Downs National Park that it’s easy
to forget that it was only quite recently set up (2010), and that
to those involved its establishment was a real cliff-hanger: the
opposition to it was intense, the moment of designation (by the
minister Hilary Benn, an old friend of Sussex) happened when a
general election was looming. In the long process of persuasion
and argument beforehand, a major part was played by the South
Downs Campaign. When its efforts were crowned by success,
the Campaign was dissolved – only to be transmuted into the
South Downs Network, an umbrella organization of 40 or so local
societies and the like (though not parish councils, which are the
lowest tier of government!), intended to be a ‘critical friend ‘of the
SDNP. In that position it shares and discusses relevant news from
all over the Park, often to do with threats to the Downs (please
let me know of any such matters). I’m on its executive committee,
meeting a few times a year and often picking the brains of experts
whom we might not encounter otherwise.
At such a recent meeting (held at Woods Mill, thanks to the Sussex
Wildlife Trust), our speaker was Aimee Felus of the curiouslynamed ChaMP, i.e. the ‘Chalk Management Partnership’ of several
organizations concerned with water supply and quality in the
Downland block between the Ouse and the Adur (we’re in the
next block, between Adur and Arun, but our problems are the
same). As most people know, the chalk hills make a fine catchment
for rainwater, filtering it till it reaches the water-table – sometimes
this happens quickly, while ‘old water’ can take 100 years. So far, so
pure, you’d think. Not a bit of it, alas. All our Downland water risks
contamination, above all through nitrates; these can arrive through
animal waste, but overwhelmingly as a major component of
modern fertilizers. Where there’s thin soil over chalk, more than half
the fertilizer can be wasted by being washed straight into the soil.
Boreholes have to be frequently monitored (I recollect that when we
lived at Pyecombe nearly 40 years ago, we had a well in the garden
that Brighton Water Co. occasionally checked, for depth rather than
purity; the total water bill per year was £5, which even then seemed
a bargain). Where nitrates are excessive, gentle persuasion is offered
to farmers – above all to plant ‘cover crops’ rather than leaving
stubble over winter.
The talk offered much interesting information, of which here’s
a final nugget. There has been much alarm recently about
‘microplastic’ particles polluting the seas. Our rivers, draining fields
and roads, turn out to produce a large quota of them. How on
earth could this arise? Why, through one of their main producers:
wear of vehicle tyres, washing down into drains. Next time any of
us drive over the Downs, let’s anyhow be aware of it! I wish I were
representing Washington on the S D Network, but alas I can’t (see
above). Please, someone interested, start up a ‘Washington Society’
under whatever name, as I’ve urged before in our Newsletters: we
could not only join in, but have some good meetings!
Robin Milner-Gulland

Washington is an ‘Unlit’ Parish

Washington Ward Members

Those of you who are new to the area may not realise that Washington is
an unlit Parish. In 2015 the Parish Council drafted and adopted a policy
which supports the South Downs National Park’s ‘Dark Skies’ initiative.
The policy is also formally recognised by West Sussex County Council and
Horsham District Council. This means that the default position for any
new development is no lighting so that we preserve our star-scape. Please
also help cut light pollution, keeping exterior lighting to a minimum if it is
necessary, and consider the impact on neighbours and wildlife.

Councillors can be contacted via the clerk on
0777 6771921 or by email:
clerk@washingtonparish.org.uk

Horsham District Older
People’s Forum

Cllr John Henderson – 27 Montpelier Gardens,
Washington, RH20 3BW
Member of the Planning Committee

Our next Forum public meeting is Thursday 30th May 2018, 10.30am
- 1pm at Billingshurst Community Centre, Roman Way. 10.15am for
tea/coffee. We have excellent guest speakers from Citizens Advice
Horsham, Apetito the ‘meals on wheels’ provider and from WSCC to talk
to us about the provision of adult care. One topic for discussion after
our guest speakers, will be the effect of bank closures in our villages
i.e.Billingshurst and Steyning.

Cllr Robin Milner-Gulland – Tilleys Cottage,
The Pike, Washington, RH20 4AA
Member of the Planning and Open Spaces Committees
Cllr Dominic Glithero – 15 John Ireland Way,
Washington, RH20 4EP
Member of the Open Spaces Committee

The Forum is also pleased to report that the long awaited update project,
undertaken by the Forum and HDC, to the much relied on and well used
Horsham District Older Peoples Directory of Services has now been
completed and available in A4 printed book form and online at
www.horsham.gov.uk/communitysupport/community-support/
community-development/older-people

Cllr Geoff Lockerbie - 65 John Ireland Way,
Washington, RH20 4EP
Member of the Finance and Open Spaces Committees

Hedges in Washington and
Heath Common

Chairman: Cllr Patrick Heeley – Uphill Cottage,
Vera’s Walk, Storrington, RH20 3JF
Member of the Personnel, Finance and Planning
Committees

In recent months a number of householders have been asked to cut back
hedges and many have either undertaken the work or have promised
to do so and we thank them for this. If you have a hedge that borders
a road or pavement, please make sure that it is cut back to allow free
access to those using the highway. If you are aware of any hedges that are
encroaching on roads and pavements or can assist with some pruning,
please get in touch with the Clerk at Washington Parish Council: clerk@
washingtonparish.org.uk

Power Cut

Heath Common
Ward Members

Vice-chairman: Cllr David Whyberd – Wychwood,
Chestnut Close, Storrington, RH20 3PA
Chairman of the Open Spaces Committee and member of
the Personnel Committee
Cllr Christine Beglan – Wrens Hill, Georges Lane,
Storrington, RH20 3JH
Chairman of the Personnel Committee and member
of the Planning and Finance Committees

There is a new free national phone number ‘105’ for customers to report or
get information in their area if they have suffered an electricity power cut.
The caller will be put through to their local electricity network operator.

Cllr Rick Thomas – Windrush, Vera’s Walk,
Storrington, RH20
Member of the Open Spaces and Finance Committees

Allotments

Cllr Antony Lisher – Dera Doon, George’s Lane,
Storrington, RH20 3JH
Chairman of the Planning Committee and member of
The Open Spaces Committee

There is one plot available on the Wasington Parish Council allotment,
and no one currently on the waiting list. Priority is given to those living in
the parish only. For further information please email:
clerk@washingtonparish.org.uk

Report an Issue

Quiz night – 7.30 pm Saturday 21 April 2018
At Washington Village Hall – (doors open 7 pm)

To report the following issues in the parish, please visit the
Horsham District Council website at:
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/bins/reportit or contact the Clerk:
clerk@washingtonparish.org.uk
with a full description of the issue, date and its exact location.

This very popular event is back again. Test your knowledge, win the prize. Bar (no BYO), ploughman’s supper, teas/coffees, raffle,
& prizes! Teams of 6 max or make up on the night. Tickets £8 including supper. Entrance by pre-paid ticket only. Tickets will be
limited; book now: phone: 01903 892 725 or email Lorna at:lornagoldsmith@btinternet.com
This is a fund raising event for the Washington Village Hall. Please give your support. Come and join us!
Interested in other activities? Go to the Village Hall’s website at: www.wasahall.co.uk

Abandoned cars
Fly tipping
Fly posting
Dog fouling
Graffiti
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Cllr Lesley Britt – 1 Rose Cottage, The Street,
Washington, RH20 4AS
Chairman of the Finance Committee and member of the
Planning Committee

Litter
Missed bin collection
Potholes
Road and pathway problems
Problem with a street light

District and
County Councillors
West Sussex County Council and
Horsham District Council
Cllr Paul Marshall – Horsham District Council and
West Sussex County Council
Email: Paul.Marshall@horsham.gov.uk
Paul.A.Marshall@westsussex.gov.uk
Cllr Jim Sanson – Horsham District Council
Email: jim.sanson@horsham.gov.uk
Cllr Ray Dawe – Horsham District Council
Email: ray.dawe@horsham.gov.uk
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